St-Pierre & McKenzie 2003 BLG Awards Winners 

BLG AWARDS / CIS ATHLETES OF THE YEAR 

Calgary (CIS) - The 11th Annual BLG Awards Ceremony (formerly Howard, Mackie Awards) honouring Canadian Interuniversity Sport Female and Male Athletes of the Year was held tonight at the Jack Singer Concert Hall in Calgary, Alberta. 

The winners for the 2002-2003 season are Kim St-Pierre (Chateauguay, PQ), a goaltender for the McGill University Martlets hockey team, and Ryan McKenzie (Windsor, ON), a Track and Field and Cross Country star with the University of Windsor Lancers. 

St-Pierre also becomes the first winner of the Jim Thompson Trophy. Starting this year, this trophy will be awarded annually to the female BLG Award winner. It honours Jim Thompson, the late President of TSN, for his support of CIS athletes. 

In her fourth year with the Martlets, Kim St-Pierre was named CIS Women's Hockey Player of the Year. During the 2002-2003 season, she established numerous CIS records including overall shutouts (16) and regular season shutouts (11), and led the nation in every major regular season goaltending categories including wins (13), goals against average (0.40), save percentage (.983) and winning percentage (.933). At one point during the year, Kim recorded six consecutive shutouts, another CIS mark, and didn't allow a goal for a period of 436:11 minutes. An All-Canadian in each of her four seasons, the national team member led the Martlets to their first conference title since 1985 and a Bronze medal at the CIS Championship. 

A 2002 Gold medallist at the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City and a three-time World Champion with Team Canada, Kim becomes the second representative from McGill University to be honoured with the BLG Award after Track and Field star Linda Thyer in 1995. 
Also in his fourth year of CIS eligibility, Ryan McKenzie became the second athlete in CIS history to be named CIS Track and Field Male Athlete of the Year for a third consecutive season, an honour he shared in 2002-2003 with fellow BLG nominee Patrick Banim-Massok. Ryan started his university season last Fall with individual and team Silver medals at the CIS Cross Country Championship, and then followed with three Gold medals at the OUA Track and Field Championship, and two Gold (600 and 1000 meters) and two Bronze (1500 and 4 X 800 meters) medals at the CIS Championship this Winter. The new Lancer record-holder on 600 and 1000 meters, Ryan's proudest accomplishments of the year is the CIS team title won by the Lancers at the Track Nationals held on his home turf at the University of Windsor. 

A Team Canada member at the 1999 and 2001 Summer Universiade, Ryan now has 16 CIS medals (eight Gold) in Cross Country and Track and Field and is the first Lancer to be honoured with the BLG Award. 

Other nominees for the 2003 BLG Awards included…

Founder and event chairman and National Chairman of Borden Ladner Gervais LLP, Mr. Doug Mitchell, commented "I am very proud of these young men and women. They have studied hard, trained hard and played hard. There's a high correlation between academic and athletic achievement and success in life. Both Kim St-Pierre and Ryan McKenzie are eminently worthy recipients of the BLG Awards and Borden Ladner Gervais LLP is very proud to be associated with this year's nominees and Award winners." 

Former BLG Awards winners include: 

1993: Diane Scott - University of Winnipeg: Volleyball
Andy Cameron - University of Calgary: Volleyball 

1994: Sandra Carroll - University of Winnipeg: Basketball
Tim Tindale - University of Western Ontario: Football 

1995: Linda Thyer - McGill University: Track
Bill Kubas - Wilfrid Laurier University: Football 

1996: Justine Ellison - University of Toronto: Basketball
Don Blair - University of Calgary: Football 

1997: Terri-Lee Johannesson - University of Manitoba: Basketball
Curtis Myden - University of Calgary: Swimming 

1998: Foy Williams - University of Toronto: Track & Field
Titus Channer - McMaster University: Basketball 

1999: Corinne Swirsky - Concordia University: Hockey
Alexandre Marchand - Université de Sherbrooke: Track & Field 

2000: Jenny Cartmell - University of Alberta: Volleyball Michael Potts - University of Western Ontario: Soccer 

2001: Leighann Doan - University of Calgary: Basketball
Kojo Aidoo - McMaster University: Football 

2002: Elizabeth Warden - University of Toronto: Swimming
Brian Johns - University of British Columbia: Swimming 

Borden Ladner Gervais LLP is one of the largest law firms in Canada with over 610 lawyers, intellectual property agents and other professionals. As a leading full-service law firm, we officer fully bilingual legal, patent and trademark services throughout Canada and around the world. We represent a variety of regional, national and multi-national corporations in a number of business sectors. Some of the public institutions represented include colleges, universities, and educational authorities, governments and governmental agencies, hospitals and other health care facilities, as well as, business, trade and charitable organizations and associations.
