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Athletic awards at Canadian universities

CIS announces results of data collection for 2004-05 
Sept. 6, 2006 

OTTAWA (CIS) - Canadian Interuniversity Sport announced on Wednesday the findings of its data collection on athletic awards provided by Canadian universities during the course of the 2004-05 academic year.

 
The data reveals that in ‘04-05 Canadian universities together provided $5,272,031 in athletic award money to CIS student-athletes. Additionally, student-athletes received in excess of $5.1 million in other award categories (for academic excellence, and sport governing bodies and/or federal and provincial governments support).


“A common and outdated misconception is that athletic awards and scholarships are only available south of the border. In fact about one in two CIS student-athletes receive financial support to pursue their athletics and academics in Canada,” says CIS Chief Executive Officer Marg McGregor. 


“Canadian university sport continues to reward athletic excellence with financial awards to give Canadians a viable option to stay at home and pursue their goals and dreams in athletics and education,” adds CIS President Dick White.

Last year over 2,100 of CIS’ 10,000 student-athletes achieved an academic average of 80 percent or higher while competing for their universities, demonstrating the Canadian commitment to success in the classroom as well as the playing field.

The average undergraduate tuition in Canada is $4,300, a fraction of the cost of tuition south of the border. 

“When one considers the Canadian commitment to success in the classroom, the financial support provided to talented student-athletes, and the cost of tuition in Canada, the CIS is an attractive choice,” notes McGregor. 

Universities provide athletic awards to student-athletes for a variety of reasons including:

- to reward and recognize athletic excellence of students who are demonstrating progress towards furthering their education;

- to provide financial support to student-athletes who may be unable to hold part-time jobs because of their athletic and academic commitments;

- and to recruit athletes, develop and sustain competitive teams, and to create incentives for Canadians with athletic and academic talent to remain in Canada.


From the perspective of a gender comparison, in 2004-05, 61.8% of athletic awards went to male student-athletes who represent 54.2% of all CIS student-athletes. 


Athletic awards represent a small portion of the support Canadian universities contribute to student-athletes.

“Universities in Canada make a staggering contribution to the sport system and to student-athletes through facility development, coach employment, running competitive leagues and programs and hosting high performance events and camps,” says McGregor.


Although athletic awards are provided in every CIS sport, the largest average value of an athletic award to men was provided in hockey, basketball, football, and cross-country running. For women, the largest average awards were provided in basketball, volleyball, wrestling, and track & field. 


The data collected enables Canadian Interuniversity Sport to monitor adherence to its athletic awards policy in a transparent way and to confirm that Canadian universities provide athletic awards to student-athletes within the guidelines and policies established by Canadian Interuniversity Sport and the awarding university. The results come six years after Canadian Interuniversity Sport implemented new athletic awards rules. At the June 2000 Annual General Meeting, CIS members agreed to report all athletic awards provided to student-athletes, in a commitment to being open and transparent.

The athletic awards data can be found at: http://www.universitysport.ca/e/research/index.cfm
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