Trinity Western University – June 29, 2015

In accordance with Section 90.30 – Conduct and Enforcement: Complaints, Investigation and Discipline Policy of the 2014-15 Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS) Policies and Procedures, we have considered your self-disclosure acknowledging a breach of CIS Championship Policy – Play Regulations PR/13 – 1-1 Championship Roster.  A formal investigation is not deemed necessary in the matter.  The self-disclosure, together with other relevant information, has been compiled in the attached document and serves as the Record.  
Upon reviewing the Record, I, as Vice President Compliance, along with Aubrey Ferris (designate of the CIS President) determined that there were grounds for formal charge; specifically that Trinity Western University breached CIS regulations as noted above.  
Pursuant to Policy 90.30.4.11, the breach is considered to be a Level 1 violation.  
Details:
· On April 13, 2015, Carol Hofer. Assistant Director, Trinity Western University, e-mailed Sandy Slavin, Chair of the Eligibility, a question in regard to a situation whereby a student-athlete was listed on CIS championship score sheets but did not participate in those games due to a season ending injury.  The situation involved a men’s volleyball  student-athlete, Devyn Plett, who participated in 2012-2013 in one (1) league game before suffering a back injury that turned out to be season-ending and told, at that time, career ending.  At the end of the season, when we confirmed our eligibility declarations, Carol checked our game sheets and saw that he was listed on the 3 game sheets at the national championships in Laval, and so he was left on the eligibility sheet as having consumed eligibility.  Because the coach believed Devyn had a career ending injury and was leaving school, he took no further action.
· In Jan 2015, Devyn returned to school and was also cleared to participate.  He did participate in the last half of the 2014-2015 season.  In the spring of 2015, Devyn requested clarification from his coach to verify his eligibility, as he believed he should have been eligible for a season-ending injury appeal after the 2012-2013 season.
· On June 14, 2015, TWU submitted a self-disclosure after reviewing the records provided from CIS Office in terms of the game score sheets.   Trinity Western discovered that Devyn Plett’s name was mistakenly listed on the 3 national championship game sheets along with his #14 jersey.  
· In the self-disclosure, Trinity Western confirmed that another TWU student-athlete, Tyler Heppell was wearing #14 and participated in the championships, however, the name listed was Devyn Plett.  The coach believes that he submitted the change to the roster in his declaration at the technical meeting.  However, the CIS Office has been unable to locate the roster declaration from that meeting. 
· Trinity Western confirms through photo and video evidence that #14 was, in fact, Tyler Heppell and not Devyn Plett.  Devyn can be seen dressed in his track suit sitting on the bench.  
· The coach confirms that he and the team captain did sign the scoresheets, but neither caught the error on the list of names as he indicates he was focused on jersey numbers. 
· Trinity Western University indicated that they did not submit the season ending injury at the end of the season due to their system tracking the championship games and they believed Devyn had a career ending injury and left the institution.  
· On June 16th, the Discipline Panel requested additional documentation of Devyn Plett’s injury.  Carol Hofer e-mailed that she was out of town and would respond upon her return.
· On June 22nd, a reminder for the documentation was delivered.  On June 23rd, Carol Hofer stated she would be returning and submit the documentation by the end of the week. 
· Documentation supporting that Devyn Plett had a back injury was received June 27, 2015.   
Determination
Upon review of the Record and submissions of the University, we believe that the violation was unintentional and not a willful breach of CIS regulations.  The Trinity Western University acknowledges its oversight of the regulation.  It is noted, that although the responsibility of verification of names on score sheets remains that of the Head Coach, the CIS will be implementing more due diligence in cross referencing names declared at the Technical Meeting.    As such, and as per CIS Policy 90.30.5.1, the infraction is classified as a Level 1 infraction.
Trinity Western has acknowledged the infraction, and based upon the circumstances and events that preceded and followed this matter, we do not expect similar infractions to occur in the future.     
In consideration of the above, and as dictated by CIS Policy 90.30.5.2, Trinity Western University is automatically subject to the following sanctions, and which are not subject to appeal:
a) Probation for a period of  two years during which time the university may continue to participate, but will be subject to a higher level of violation if there is another CIS Championship policy violation;
b) Levying a CIS fine of $500; and
c) An administrative fee of $250.00.   
Further, based upon the circumstances of the current matter, the Panel consisting of myself, Pat Nearing (AUS designate), and Kim Gordon (Canada West designate) and Joey Sabo (RSEQ representative), we do not consider additional discretionary sanctions to be warranted.
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